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Successful Experience of I. R. of Iran in Launching 

International Studies of TIMSS and PIRLS 
 

Receiving Special Award of the International Association for the 
Evaluation of Educational Achievement (IEA) 

 
Islamic Republic of Iran, from among 45 participating countries in PIRLS 
2006, along with Austria succeeded to receive Special Award for its 
exceptional and exemplary performance in launching the international study 
of PIRLS1. This honorific award was granted by the IEA chair, in the 8th 
National Research Coordinators (NRC) meeting, which was held in Quebec 
(Canada), 17-22 July, 2007. 
 
Aiming to conduct comparative studies, IEA was established in 1959, and up 
to this time has undertaken more than 25 studies in the areas of science, 
mathematics, language, literature, civic education, writing, computer, pre-
school education, comprehension, and finally, reading literacy.  
 
Presently, about 60 countries throughout the world are members of the 
association.  
 
The study center of TIMSS2 and PIRLS studies is located in Boston College 
(USA) and IEA Secretariat is based in Amsterdam (Netherlands). Main 
objectives of IEA are as follows: 
 
• Evaluation of quality of national educational systems, 
• Improving learning performance in world education systems, 
• Promoting educational policy making and planning in relation with 
teaching/learning process. 
 
In fact, IEA has concentrated its efforts to undertaking a set of learning 
studies on the issue of basic subject matters in schools and some other 
studies in the areas of concern to its member states. 
 
The importance and worthiness of receiving Special Award of IEA will 
become more evident when we get informed that I.R. of Iran was the one 
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that succeeded to acquire this award from among 45 countries which are 
mostly developed and Western Europe countries. 
 
This is whilst I. R. of Iran has simultaneously launched two studies of 
TIMSS 2007 (field test) and PIRLS 2006 (main test), observing all the 
international standards, different scientific and technical stages in different 
aspects (sampling, translation of instruments, receiving verification of 
translation from IEA, graphical and layout affaires, preparing documents for 
printing, receiving verification from ISC3, correction and scoring of open-
ended items, estimating in-country and between countries reliabilities, and 
undertaking data entry). 
 
 
A Summary of Objectives and Features of PIRLS 
 
The Progress in International Reading Literacy Study (PIRLS), which is 
designed by the International Association for the Evaluation of Educational 
Achievement (IEA), is an extensive study that compares and evaluates 
students’ reading ability and skill in all participating countries. This study 
aims to assess achievement in reading literacy in fourth grade students and 
collect information on their learning experiences at home as well as school. 
First assessment of PIRLS was in 2001 and according to the scheduled 
cycles, next assessments will be administered in every five year intervals 
(2006 and 2011). While there were only 35 countries participating in PIRLS 
2001, more than 60 countries participated in PIRLS 2006.  
 
In order to evaluate and improve the education system of country, in 1991, I. 
R. of Iran joined the International Association for the Evaluation of 
Educational Achievement and since then, has participated in five study 
cycles of TIMSS (Trends in International Mathematics and Science Study) 
in 1995, 1999, 2003, 2007 assessments and TIMSS-Advanced 2008, and 
also in two study cycles of PIRLS (Progress in International Reading 
Literacy Study) in 2001 and 2006 assessments.  
 
In continuation of PIRLS 2001, PIRLS 2006 provided an excellent 
opportunity and a good basis for comparing performances of countries 
educational systems in the area of reading learning. Nowadays, reading 
literacy, in emotional, technical, electronic, cultural, political, social, and 
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other domains, is as a key element to all kind of learning in different areas of 
education.  
 
In PIRLS 2006, in I. R. of Iran, 6500 fourth graders, who were randomly 
sampled from 220 schools throughout the country, participated in the 
assessment. Results of this assessment, compared with those of PIRLS 2001 
(after passing 5 years) could definitely be considerable and determinative. 
 
Since the ability and performance level of participating schools in the study 
will be assessed through literary and information texts, designed in the form 
of 13 booklets including both multiple choice and open-ended items and 
grouped in different layers of reading (four layers), comparing learning 
levels of students and specifying the quality of teaching/learning process 
would be perfectly possible. 
 
In addition to testing materials, four context questionnaires, i.e. teacher, 
principal, parents and student questionnaires, were also developed to collect 
complementary information. These questionnaires assess the related and 
effective factors in reading literacy performance, from home to school, from 
education material to education facilities and condition, and from students’ 
attitudes to their study habits and behavior.  
 
Currently, the first draft of PIRLS 2006 International Report is being 
examined and finalized by scientific units of IEA, along with cooperation of 
member states National Research Coordinators. According to the time lined 
program, the official report will be released in December 2007.  
 
The performance quality of I. R. of Iran in successfully launching PIRLS 
2006 study from the viewpoint of international standards, compared with 
developed participating countries such as United States, England, France, 
Italy, Germany, Denmark, Sweden, Norway, Canada, Russia, New Zealand, 
Belgium, Luxemburg,….denotes the scientific ability and high specialization 
of staffs and researchers, who can acquire this excellence with the least 
facilities and most limited condition.  
 
It is worth mentioning that I. R. of Iran was also recognized as one of the 
three excellent countries, among 56 countries, in the field test of TIMSS 
2007, in terms of observing international standards, quality of translation, 
and sending data in due time. 
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On the basis of IEA Secretariat report, in the field test of TIMSS 2007, I. R. 
of Iran, along with two other countries of China (Taipei) and Hungary was 
placed in the list of three excellent countries with regard to observing 
scientific and technical standards. Standard and high quality translation of 
test instruments and their conformity with specialized features, textbook 
content, vocabulary treasure of students, avoiding to facilitate items or make 
them difficult in translation, quality of data collection and data entry, and 
sending data in due time were the main criteria for successful administration 
of TIMSS 2007 field test in I. R. of Iran.  
 
Launching TIMSS 2007 was a continuation of cyclical studies in 1995, 1999 
and 2003, which evaluates trends of students’ achievement in participating 
countries in two major subjects of mathematics and science and two grades 
of 4th and 8th. 
 
Reflection of international results of TIMSS and PIRLS studies in 
participating countries, as a considerable educational and research event, is 
very important. This importance stems from the point that after becoming 
aware of students performance and their own country’s rank, most countries 
start their reform programs, expert criticisms, and directive and practical 
suggestions in their different educational aspects, so that they could change 
their education system from the status quo to the desirable situation, in 
compliance with international standards and criteria. 
 
I. R. of Iran, in line with dissemination of results of TIMSS and PIRLS 
international studies, and utilizing the arisen suggestions from their findings 
in education system, has taken the following measures. 
 
1. Preparing and compiling different reports about modalities of utilizing 
results of Iranian students performance in TIMSS 1995, 1999, 2003, 2007, 
and PIRLS 2001, 2006, separately on effective factors on improving 
learning quality, and presenting them to the staffs of the Ministry of 
Education, in order to accommodate necessary condition for discussion and 
collaboration between experts, teachers, directors, and educational policy 
makers, on the side of revising programs and teaching methods in 
mathematics, science and reading literacy. 
 
2. Presenting results of comparing “input and output” progress trend in 
mathematics and science in the last three cycles of TIMSS (1995, 1999, 
2003), taking into account the utilization of some parts of TIMSS 1995 and 
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1999 results in curriculum development, in order to facilitate necessary 
changes in mathematics and science textbooks. 
 
3. Preparing research reports, with emphasize on successful countries’ 
experiences in these studies, in order to change teachers attitude towards 
teaching methods in mathematics and science, and reading literacy. 
 
4. Publishing a collection of permissible open- ended and multiple choice 
items of mathematics and science from TIMSS and permissible stories from 
PIRLS to inform teachers and education experts. 
 
5. Recommending the formation of regional- provincial and national 
seminars throughout the country in the realm of mathematics and science 
education, in the basis of comparative studies of the International 
Association for Evaluation of Educational Achievement. 
 
6. Reflecting the related information of launching second cycle of Progress 
in International Reading Literacy Study (PIRLS) 2006 in 250 schools with 
about 6500 students all over the country, which was undertaken in 
continuation of PIRLS 2001, in order to prepare experts and compare the 
progressive or declining trends in Iranian students performance in the 
process of reading literacy in the last five years.  
 
7. Preparing and compiling international report entitled “ Impacts of 
PIRLS”, with emphasize on utilization of results in the areas of curriculum 
and teaching methods, in two languages of Farsi and English. 
 
8. Providing mechanisms and scientific and practical suggestions for 
strengthening reading literacy in the area of language teaching, separately in 
different domains (families, schools, curriculum development, 
manpower,….). 
 
9. Recommending the formation of permanent secretariat for utilizing results 
in different staff and executive levels, and preparing and compiling its 
detailed policy and agenda during short- term, medium- term, and long- term 
programs. 
 
10. Supporting university students’ dissertations on the subject of TIMSS 
and PIRLS in graduate levels of M.S. and Ph.D. and availing scientific and 
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research assistance, with emphasize on their applicability of results in 
education system. 
 
11. Preparing and compiling performance report card for participating 
schools in PIRLS and identifying statistical indicators from the results, 
separately for all the selected schools, and sending them to Provincial 
Offices of Education, in order to inform principals, teachers, and parents 
about the educational, social, and cultural situation of their own schools on 
the national and international scales and to improve educational programs.             
 
 
 
                       

 


