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The eighth meeting of the PIRLS 2006 National Research Coordinators (NRCs) was held 
June 17-22, 2007 in Quebec City, Canada. Attending the meeting were representatives 
from 41 participating countries, as well as representatives from the TIMSS & PIRLS 
International Study Center (Boston College), the IEA Secretariat, the IEA Data 
Processing Center (DPC), and Statistics Canada. Copies of all meeting presentations are 
available on the PIRLS downloads page. 
 
Welcome and Progress Report 
Michael Martin, PIRLS International Co-Director, welcomed participants on behalf of the 
TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center (ISC) and congratulated all of the NRCs on 
their hard work and near completion of PIRLS 2006. He reminded NRCs that there were 
two primary purposes for this meeting. The first was to review the tables produced by the 
ISC and accompanying text for the PIRLS 2006 International Report. This would be 
followed by a workshop conducted by IEA DPC staff in how to conduct analyses with 
national PIRLS data. Serge Baillargeon of the Quebec Ministry of Education welcomed 
participants and expressed his hopes for an enjoyable stay in Quebec City in addition to a 
productive meeting.  

PIRLS 2006 Schedule 
Ina Mullis, PIRLS International Co-Director, presented the PIRLS 2006 schedule through 
its completion in February 2008 and the transition to PIRLS 2011. She highlighted 
upcoming events leading to the publication of the PIRLS 2006 reports in November 2007 
and publication of the international database in February 2008. Dr. Mullis also 
encouraged NRCs to consider presenting secondary analyses of PIRLS data at the IEA 3rd 
International Research Conference, to be held July 8-12, 2008 in Chinese Taipei. A 
detailed schedule for PIRLS 2006, including decisions made at the meeting, is provided 
at the end of the meeting summary. 
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Review of PIRLS International Report Prototype Tables  
Led by Ina Mullis, Michael Martin, Ann Kennedy, and Pierre Foy of the TIMSS & 
PIRLS ISC, the NRCs reviewed the draft PIRLS 2006 International Report. To aid in this 
review, NRCs were encouraged to examine their data almanacs and were provided with 
an outline that described the analyses conducted for the Report. The PIRLS International 
Report chapters and appendices are listed below.  
 

• Chapter 1: International Student Achievement in Reading 
• Chapter 2: Performance at International Benchmarks 
• Chapter 3: Literacy-Related Activities in the Home  
• Chapter 4: Students’ Reading Attitudes, Self-Concept, 

 and Out-of -School Activities  
• Chapter 5: School Curriculum and Organization for Teaching Reading 
• Chapter 6: Teachers and Reading Instruction 
• Chapter 7: School Contexts 
• Appendix A: Overview of PIRLS Procedures 
• Appendix B: Multiple Comparisons of Average Reading Achievement 
• Appendix C: Percentiles and Standard Deviations of Reading Achievement 
• Appendix D: Sample Passages, Questions, and Scoring Guides 
• Appendix E: Reading Items Used for Describing Each Benchmark 
• Appendix F: Acknowledgements 

 
NRCs made many good suggestions for improvements and amendments to the Report’s 
exhibits and text. The TIMSS & PIRLS ISC agreed to implement these suggestions 
wherever possible and notify NRCs of any major changes that are made to the report 
exhibits and analyses (see Table 1 at the end of the meeting summary for a description of 
these changes). NRCs were informed that any final suggestions or data recodes must be 
submitted to the ISC and the IEA DPC by June 29. 
 
Plans for Press Conferences and National Reports 
NRCs shared their plans for the release of their national results in November 2007 
following the TIMSS & PIRLS ISC’s press conference. Nearly every country had plans 
for at least one national report, and ideas ranged from teleconferences to museum exhibits 
displaying PIRLS materials from different cultures.  
 
PIRLS Certificates and Awards for Excellence 
Hans Wagemaker, IEA Executive Director, congratulated NRCs on their hard work and 
their role in the success of PIRLS 2006. He acknowledged the World Bank and the U.S 
National Center for Education Statistics for their continuing support of PIRLS, as well as 
the staff of the IEA Secretariat, IEA DPC, and ISC for their efforts. In recognition of 
NRCs’ contributions, each country was presented with a certificate acknowledging its 
participation in PIRLS 2006. Special awards were presented to the PIRLS national 
centers of Austria and the Islamic Republic of Iran in recognition of the exemplary 
quality of their work in PIRLS 2006. 
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PIRLS 2006 Database Workshop 
Following the review of the PIRLS 2006 International Report, staff from the IEA DPC, 
ISC, and Statistics Canada conducted a workshop for NRCs on analyzing their national 
data. This workshop included an explanation of the complex PIRLS sampling and 
assessment design, and the implications that this has for data analysis. Training was 
provided using the IEA’s IDB Analyzer, software developed by the IEA DPC that takes 
the PIRLS design into account and simplifies the analysis process for users. Participants 
were shown how to reproduce International Report exhibits using student, teacher, and 
school level data, and were encouraged to practice using their national dataset. 

Next NRC Meeting 
Mar Gonzalez invited participants to the next (ninth) meeting of the PIRLS 2006 NRCs, 
which will take place February 18-22, 2007 in Madrid, Spain. 
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Table 1: Exhibit Modifications 
 

Exhibit 
Number 

Issue Resolution 

3 
(Introduction) 

Countries requested changes 
to data from Curriculum 
Questionnaire. 

Some countries made changes during the 
meeting. All other changes must be 
submitted by email to the TIMSS & 
PIRLS International Study Center by 
Friday, June 29th. 

3.2 England and the US requested 
that countries without 
sufficient parent response 
rates should not be included 
in the index. 

We will modify the way response rates 
were calculated by treating the 4 
educational aids (from the Student 
Questionnaire) as a single derived 
variable rather than 4 dichotomous 
variables. This resulted in “x x” for 
England, Morocco, and the US for 2001 
and in England and the US for 2006. 

4.2 A question was raised about 
the calculation of the index 
for each cycle.  

As specified in the footnote and analysis 
notes of the exhibit reviewed, the 3 
variables consistent across the two cycles 
were used to calculate the 2001 index. A 
variable added to the questionnaire in 
2006 was used in addition to the 3 
common variables to calculate the 2006 
index. No change will be made. 
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Table 1 (Continued) 
Exhibit 
Number 

Issue Resolution 

4.5 Data for some countries were 
higher than expected. 

In the exhibit reviewed, the values 
actually assigned to each option for 
calculating the average number of hours 
was: 5.5 (5 or more hours); 4 (From 3 up 
to 5); 2 (1 up to 3); .5 (Up to 1); and 0 
(No time). No change will be made. 
Please recheck the data for your country 
and advise the TIMSS & PIRLS ISC and 
IEA DPC if data does not seem reliable 
and should be excluded from the 
database. 

5.5 Countries requested changes 
to data from Curriculum 
Questionnaire. 

Some countries made changes during the 
meeting. All other changes must be 
submitted by email to the TIMSS & 
PIRLS International Study Center by 
Friday, June 29th. 

5.10 Countries requested changes 
to data from Curriculum 
Questionnaire (Intended 
Curriculum).  

Dashes will be changed to “Not specified” 
if comments from the Curriculum 
Questionnaire suggest this is the 
appropriate action. 
Some countries made changes during the 
meeting. All other changes must be 
submitted by email to the TIMSS & 
PIRLS International Study Center by 
Friday, June 29th. 

5.11 Students with more than one 
teacher were represented in 
more than one category 
depending on responses from 
each teacher.  

Data will be recalculated such that if the 
student has more than one teacher, times 
reported by teachers are summed and 
students are placed in the appropriate 
category. 

5.12 Students with more than one 
teacher were represented in 
more than one category 
depending on responses from 
each teacher. 

Data will be recalculated such that if the 
student has more than one teacher, a 
“Yes” response was calculated as “Yes” if 
at least one teacher chose that responses. 

5.15 “Using a Variety…” column 
not clear from the footnote. 

The calculation will be modified so that 
the percentage is based on teachers who 
responded either "Always or almost 
always" or "Often" for at least two 
approaches. 
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Table 1 (Continued) 
 

Exhibit 
Number 

Issue Resolution 

6.1 Some countries noted 
incorrect recoding 
instructions. 

Please review the data for your country in 
this exhibit and send recoding instructions 
to the TIMSS & PIRLS ISC and the IEA 
DPC by Friday, June 29th. 

6.2 Question raised about the 
intended meaning of 
“Teachers Receive Specific 
Preparation…” column. 

This column will be removed from the 
exhibit. 

6.20 Question raised about 
calculation of the percentage 
of students who can borrow 
books from their classroom 
library. 

Data in the exhibit was conditional on 
having a classroom library. Program will 
be modified to include all students in the 
calculation (data no longer conditional). 

7.15 Question raised about the 
calculation of the index, since 
there seemed to be no 
relationship with achievement 
and achievement for each 
level was about average. 

This exhibit will be deleted from the 
international report. 

INDICES Question raised about 
cutpoints for index levels. 

Cutpoints for Exhibits 4.2, 7.5, and 7.13 
should read, “Medium level indicates an 
average of 2 through 3” to be consistent 
with the existing programs. 
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2007 

June 17-22 8th National Research Coordinator meeting, Quebec City, Canada, to 
review draft International Report – text, graphics, and tables 

June 29 Countries send final PIRLS 2006 data recoding instructions to the IEA 
DPC 

July 13 IEA DPC sends final data to TIMSS & PIRLS ISC and completes 
PIRLS 2006 National adaptations database 

IEA Publication Committee reviews draft PIRLS 2006 Encyclopedia 

July 27 TIMSS & PIRLS ISC revises draft International Report; begins final 
production 

August 13 TIMSS & PIRLS ISC sends PIRLS Encyclopedia to printer 

August 15 IEA Publication Committee reviews draft PIRLS 2006 International 
Report 

August 16 TIMSS & PIRLS ISC posts PIRLS Encyclopedia on Web 

September 14 TIMSS & PIRLS ISC sends International Report to printer; distributes 
graphs and figures to countries; makes available international database 
and national adaptation documentation for those who inquire 

October 1 TIMSS & PIRLS ISC sends Technical Report and press kits to printer 

TIMSS & PIRLS ISC mails copies of PIRLS Encyclopedia to IEA and 
NRCs 

October 7-11 TIMSS & PIRLS ISC releases PIRLS Encyclopedia to the IEA 
General Assembly 

November 9 TIMSS & PIRLS ISC mails PIRLS 2006 International Report and 
Technical Report to countries 

 TIMSS & PIRLS ISC assembles press packets for press conference 
and distributes to countries 

November 28 TIMSS & PIRLS ISC/IEA conduct international press conference to 
release International Report 

TIMSS & PIRLS ISC posts PIRLS 2006 International Report and 
Technical Report on Web 
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2008 

February 8 TIMSS & PIRLS ISC distributes final PIRLS 2006 International 
Database and User Guide to countries 

February 18-22 9th National Research Coordinator meeting to conduct training in use 
of PIRLS 2006 International Database 
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